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As Thanksgiving approaches, the Pastoral Staff would like to extend our sincere
gratitude to the congregation for all the wonderful cards, letters, baked goods, and
gifts we received during October for our annual Pastoral Staff Appreciation Month.

We felt and continue to feel so loved and blessed by all of you. God has brought
together this wonderful church family who grows in their faith and serves together in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to further His Kingdom.

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of
you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began
a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.” — Philippians 1:3-6

With the Love of Christ,

Pastor Steve Langley
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

Pastor Eiji Osato
Pastor James Chang

Pastor Annette Kakimoto
Pastor Chris Koga

Brad Toy
Layne Wakuta
Susan Wakuta

Tammy Hernandez

Issue 21
November 5, 2014

(L) Pastor Steve Langley, Pastor Daniel Matsuda, Pastor James Chang, Susan Wakuta
(Elementary Children’s Director), Layne Wakuta (Pastoral Intern), Pastor Eiji Osato (Nichigo),
and Pastor Annette Kakimoto.

Not pictured: Pastor Chris Koga, Brad Toy (Interim Director of College), Tammy Hernandez,
(Early Childhood Coordinator)



2

GVBC ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING AGENDA
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
12:30 P.M.
COMMUNITY HALL

AGENDA
I. Annual Election Meeting called to order (David Cheng, Moderator)

II. Opening Prayer/Devotional

III. Election Meeting Agenda:

A. Old Business
1. Acceptance of Minutes from the Annual Business Meeting on February 23, 2014 and

Special Business Meeting on September 21, 2014 (Ashley Donald, Church Clerk)

Suggested Motion:
I move that the Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting on February 23, 2014 and the
Special Business Meeting on September 21, 2014 be accepted as printed

B. New Business
1. Election of Church Officers and Board of Deacons Members

a. Nomination from the Nominating Committee (Jim Kawashima, Vice Moderator)
The Nominating Committee places into nomination the following people to the
named positions for the specific terms.

Position Class of: Term Nominee
Moderator 2017 3 Year Jim Kawashima
Member-at-Large 2017 3 Year Amy Kushigemachi
Member-at-Large 2017 3 Year Clyde Noguchi
Member-at-Large 2017 3 Year Hermann Schurr

b.   Nominations from the Floor (David Cheng)
Constitution: Article XI. Section 2
Other nominations: Nominations may be made from the floor and the name of any
person so nominated must be put on the regular ballot, provided the nominee shall
have given his/her consent prior to the meeting, and that his/her nomination shall
be sustained by at least five (5) other members present at that meeting. Any
nominee so presented shall meet all qualifications for office as required herein.

c.   Nomination Closure (David Cheng)
d. Vote by Ballot

2. Adoption of 2015 General Fund Budget (Pastor Steve Langley, Budget Committee
Chairperson and
Wes Harada, Treasurer)

Suggested Motion:
The Board of Deacons moves that the church adopt the proposed 2015 General Fund
Budget as presented. (Vote by Ballot)

C.  Closure of Election Portion of Annual Meeting (David Cheng)

IV.  Adjournment of Annual Election Meeting (David Cheng)

Clyde Noguchi

Jim Kawashima

Amy Kushigemachi

Hermann Schurr
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HOPE & STRENGTH IN JESUS CHRIST:
GVBC 2014 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
BY CHRIS UMETSU, 2014 WOMEN’S WEEKEND DIRECTOR

The 2014 Women’s Weekend was held on October 17-18 at GVBC.
The theme of this year’s gathering was “Hope and Strength in Jesus
Christ,” and nearly 135 women attended!  The goal of our weekend was
to provide GVBC women, their friends, family and neighborhood
women to rest from their busy schedules, enjoy fellowship with other
women, and be encouraged and strengthened through Christ Jesus.

The church was beautifully decorated in a fall theme. Our weekend kicked off on
Friday evening with a Women’s Night of Worship and a special devotional by Pastor
Annette Kakimoto based on Isaiah 40:28-31. The women capped off the evening
with a time of laughter, special pastries, and yummy snacks.

The next day, Saturday, the women met back at GVBC for a full day of activities,
which included worship and wonderful testimonies by Tina Hara and Cheryl
Martinez. The women then participated in discussion groups to reflect on the
messages. Four workshops were also offered:  a stretching session, three different
crafts, a “Strategies for Hope and Strength” seminar, and a hula workshop.

Overall, it was a wonderful weekend. Most of all, we praise God for all that He did,
and is continuing to do, to provide Hope and Strength in Him to women. Many
thanks to the many helpers (women and men) who made this special weekend
possible!

Speakers: Tina Hara and Cheryl Martinez
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Tak Shimazaki
currently lives a
fulfilling lifestyle
with his recent
retirement from
his optometric
practice in North

Torrance. His daily
routine is packed

with his nine grandkids’ schedules; go-pher duties at his
son, Chad’s, optometric practice; household maintenance
and church ministries; regular breakfasts with his Christian
brothers; an occasional round of golf, and an endless
“honey do” list. Some nights after a full day, Tak wonders if
he should unretired and go back to the steady and
predictable flow of optometry. Sharon, Tak’s wife of 42
years, knows he would not have it any other way for, “We
know Tak is the last person who can just sit and do
nothing.”

A HEALTHY & SPIRIT-FILLED FAMILY

Tak and Sharon have three sons and three beautiful
daughters-in-law: Pastor Kyle & Carolyn, Keith & Kristin,
and Chad & Jennifer. Their nine energetic and overactive
grandchildren range in age from two to nine years. They
are thankful the Lord has blessed them with, not only a
healthy and spirited family, but a family who believes in
Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

BORN AT A RACE TRACK

Tak was born at Santa Anita race track, the assembly
center for the Southern California Japanese American (JA)
at the beginning of WWII. He was the youngest of four with
an Issei dad and Kiebe (born in US, raised in Japan) mom.
Tak’s dad was a photographer in Gardena during the pre-
war years and, unfortunately, lost everything when their
family was evacuated to a relocation camp at Rohwer,
Arkansas. At the end of the war, Tak’s family returned to
Los Angeles and resided in a low-income housing just
west of downtown L.A. called Bunker Hill. He attended
Union Avenue elementary, Virgil middle and Belmont high
schools, graduating in 1960. By then his family had bought
a home in the Westside, presently known as Korea Town.
Tak attended undergrad at LACC and CSLA and
graduated at Southern California College of Optometry

A RICH LIFE IN RETIREMENT
PROFILE OF TAK SHIMAZAKI
BY KATHY AISO

Sorrow looks back, worry looks around,
But faith looks up!  Live simply, love
generously, care deeply, speak kindly,
and trust in our Creator who loves us.

—Anonymous

Tak’s men’s Bible study group has
been meeting for over 15 years.

then located on the USC campus, graduating in the
summer of 1968.

TAK MEETS AND MARRIES SHARON

During Tak’s junior year in optometry college, he met
Sharon, a LAUSD — ESL teacher at El Serreno Middle
School. He was invited to play on her church volleyball
team in a local JA league. Her wonderful smile and angelic
manner caught Tak’s eye immediately. It took a few more
years for the temperature to warm on their relationship, but
they were finally married at Sharon’s family church, the
First Presbyterian Church of Altadena, July 1972. By then
Tak had started his initial optometric practice in the City of
Hawthorne so they decided to buy a home in Torrance to
ease his commute. Their three sons’ numerous youth
activities centered around Arlington Elementary, Casimir
Middle and North Torrance High Schools which they
attended. The boys completed their educations in UC’s at
Santa Barbara, San Diego, and Berkeley.

BUSY CHURCH LIFE AND MINISTRY
Tak and Sharon began attending GVBC in the mid 70s
and immediately joined the late Dr. Ken Hiroshige’s
Sunday morning Bible classes. They also joined a
Couple’s Golf Fellowship Bible Study which met on
alternate Saturday evenings. This group traveled across
country numerous times, visiting well-known golf resorts.
On any Sunday morning, Tak can be found serving as a
greeter at our first service, offering golf pointers to anyone
willing to listen in the patio between services, looking out
for his six grandkids after their Sunday school classes, and
providing security at our church entrances during second
service.

Tak was blessed to have Pastor Ron Matsuda and Stan
Terasaki include him in their respective discipleship groups
during past years. He is a regular attendee at GVBC’s
Men’s Ministry monthly breakfast and annual weekend
retreats and prays for more brothers at GVBC to consider
attending these events.

Tak and Sharon volunteer at the Friday Food Ministry led
by Gerald Mayewaki. He participates in a Thursday
morning men’s Bible study facilitated by Richard Imatomi
and Wayne Oshiro. This Bible study group was originally
started by Rodney Tanaka over 15 years ago. Tak meets
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Tak & Sharon Shimazaki
with their grandkids



FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES
To the family of Gary Rountree, Sr. whose funeral service was held on Wednesday, October 29 at Green Hills Cemetery.
Pastor Annette Kakimoto officiated.

Scott & Betty Fujikawa and family in the passing of Scott’s mother, Miyoko Fujikawa. The funeral service will be held on
Saturday, November 8 at GVBC. Pastor Brian Lo will officiate.
BABY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to new grandparent Denise Hadley whose daughter, Bethany & Nathan gave birth to a baby boy,
Nathaniel. Little Nathaniel was born on Monday, October 6 at 9:22 p.m. He weighed in at 7 lbs. 11 oz.

LETTERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
GVBC Family, Thank you for your words of encouragement prayers and the beautiful floral arrangement for our dad’s
[Gary Rountree, Sr.] service. We appreciate all of your kindness and support through this difficult time. May God
continue to bless all of you and keep you in His constant care.  Love in Christ, The Gary Rountree Family

Dear Church Family, Please accept our apologies for a very belated thank you for the beautiful floral basket we received
during Ed’s recovery from colon surgery. Also, a very special thank you to Pastor Steve for coming in the early morning
hours to the hospital to say a prayer for us prior to the surgery. Thank you, church, so much for your many, many
prayers which where answered mightily by our Father as the surgery and recovery went smoothly. Amazingly, we were
informed no chemo or radiation treatments are needed!  Praise God!!!  Thank you also for the many get-well cards,
phone calls, visits, and delicious meals which were very much appreciated. We feel so blessed to be surrounded by such
a loving and caring family here at GVBC. God bless you all — Praise God!  In His Name, Ed & Eith Kunishige and Lisa
Johnson

Dear GVBC Family, Thank you so much for the beautiful Hawaiian flower arrangement you sent me after my surgery.
Your generous gifts, cards, emails, texts, phone calls, plants/flowers, yummy food and prayers have truly blessed me.
God's love shines in and through all of you. Much appreciation and love! Love, Wynne Yonamine
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with Wayne (pictured at left and profiled in the November 6, 2013 issue 21 Spirit) regularly to
discuss their Christian walk. Tak quotes, “Wayne is an amazing brother in Christ when it comes to
his knowledge of Scripture, honesty to our Lord in his daily life, and believes we are all certainly in
need of a Wayne in our lives to keep us focused on His calling.”

BEING LIKE MINDED AND ONE IN SPIRIT

One of Tak’s favorite Bible verses is from Philippians 2:2-4:

“. . . Make my joy complete by being like minded, having the same love, being one
in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in
humility consider others better than yourselves.”

Tak is reminded through these verses that through Gods grace, as believers we are given gifts to serve with humility.
Many times Tak struggles with God’s design or purpose for him and he is asking our Lord for forgiveness and strength to
continue as His disciple.

(Tak Shimazaki Profile 4)

(L) Kyle Shimazaki, Wayne
Oshiro, Tak Shimazaki

A Selfie from Greece!
Stephanie Hernandez and Pastor
Steve Langley take a few moments
for a selfie from Greece during their
12-day “In the Steps of Paul”
historical tour of Greece and Turkey.
The tour group left LAX on Monday,
November 3. They will return on
Friday, November 14.



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

CLASSES TAUGHT BY PASTOR RON MATSUDA
 OASIS: Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., Room 218.

Taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda.
 FOLLOWING CHRIST TODAY: a new class for all

Christians will begin Sunday, November 16 at 8:45
a.m.in Room 113 (next to the kitchen). This 47-week
class will cover 30 essential lessons which the Lord has
taught Ron during the past 55 years of following Christ
which he would like to pass on to you. Registration
forms are on the Narthex counter.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, November 8, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets every
second Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in
Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome. For more
info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.
Next Bilingual Service is December 13.

VETERANS DAY
Tuesday, November 11 office is OPEN

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, November 15, 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m., Room
113. All men invited.

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING
Sunday, November 16, 12:30 p.m., Community Hall. Bring
your own sack lunch or purchase a boxed lunch from
Giulianos (includes sandwich, chips & cookie) for $6.00.
DEADLINE to order boxed lunch is Sunday, November 9.
Please plan to attend. We need a quorum of voting GVBC
members. More info to follow.

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Sunday, November 23. Come to our Thanksgiving
Sunday service to hear how God has blessed those in our
congregation this past year. Also, we will be collecting
your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes during  both
worship services.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Thanksgiving Sunday, November 23 is our annual
collection for the Operation Christmas Child gift boxes.
Boxes are available in the Narthex. However, if you have
a shoebox at home, you can giftwrap it if you desire. Or,
you can purchase a plastic shoebox, the box itself turns
into a useful gift afterwards. Fill the box with items such as
small toys, school supplies, hygiene items, and candy. A
personal note to the child is also an option. Please include
a donation of $7 per box (no cash please) to help cover
shipping and other project expenses. The brochure in the
Narthex has additional suggestions as well as what is
NOT accepted.

CLASSES OFFERED AT GVBC
Sunday, November 23, 12:30 —4:30 p.m.
101 Class, Membership and Baptism. For high school
age and up. For those seeking information about GVBC
and who would like to become a member and/or be
baptized.
201 Class, Designed to help you develop spiritual
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maturity.
301 Class, Discovering Ministry. Learn about your
unique spiritual gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts,
Heart, Abilities, Personality, Experience) and take the
next step in the ministry exploration process (must
attend two-part series).
401 Class, Teaches you how to redefine your life’s
mission and how you can live as a witness to Christ.
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by
checking off the appropriate box on the back of your
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-
mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the
subject line].

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 27 & Friday, November 28 for
Thanksgiving Holiday

WORK DAY/CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 29, 8:00 a.m. Come help us clean
our campus and decorate it for the Christmas holidays. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must.

MEXICO OUTREACH MISSION (M.O.M.)
Three-day trip to San Telmo, Friday, December 19 to

Sunday, December 21, Cost $140.
MUST HAVE a valid passport. Spanish is helpful but not
mandatory. You will help with prayer, food, medical clinic,
worship, clean up, working with men, women, children,
crafts, handing out food/clothes/ shoes or give your
testimony. To sign up or for more information contact
Teresa Matsushima via the church office or email:
teresa47@gmail.com.

BAPTISM SUNDAY
December 28

~2015~
PRIMETIMER’S 2015 KYUSHU SOUTHERN JAPAN
TRIP Depart LAX Tuesday, October 13, Arrive LAX
Thursday, October 22.
Cost: $4,458 per person (8 nights, 22 meals, ground
transportation
Deposit: $200 deposit DEADLINE January 13, 2015
Balance of Payment due: July 13, 2015
For questions contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi thru the
office.
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The SPIRIT is copyrighted © 2014 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683,
FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, November 19 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in
the Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, Nov. 16.

GVBC THANKSGIVING CONCERT
Pastor James Chang with our GVBC Neighborhood
Ministry, the GVBC Multi-gen Choir directed by Wendy
Katagi, and Dr. Lee and the Los Angeles Metropolitan
Youth Orchestra are in collaboration to perform a
wonderful Thanksgiving Concert to be held on:

Sunday, Nov. 23
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
GVBC Sanctuary

Dr. Lee conducts the 40-piece Los Angeles Metropolitan Youth Orchestra. They
perform annually every Fall and Spring.

The concert will begin with several selections of classical and contemporary music played by the
youth orchestra then there will be a 15 minute intermission. The Multi-gen Choir will join the
orchestra after the intermission and sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” and “Celebrate Your
Church” (music and lyrics by Wendy Katagi). At the end of the concert, the audience will be invited to
sing “How Great Thou Art” with the choir and orchestra.

Please invite your neighbors, family, and friends to an evening of beautiful music and choral singing,
praising God for His love and caring for us. Refreshments served after the concert.

HOPE FOR THE FUTURE CHRISTMAS DINNER
BY CINDY MATSUDA

Hope for the Future, a health support group ministry, is having its Early Christmas Dinner Celebration
on Thursday, November 20, from 6:00 — 9:00 p.m. in the Community Hall. There will be holiday music
entertainment by the Ukulele Jammers and Wendy Katagi. We will also play our holiday Jingo game with
prizes.

Here are some details:

 Cost: $10 per person. Pay by cash or check to GVBC (memo line: Hope Christmas dinner).
 Chef Nick Mura is catering a delicious Japanese dinner.
 Feel free to bring a dessert.
 Help us, if you can, by bringing a White Elephant prize.
 Wear something festive. We will be taking a group photo.
 RSVP by November 14 so we can give a count to the chef.

This will be our last Hope for the Future meeting together due to my own time constraints, scheduling and other
circumstances. However, through the Evangelism Ministry there will be a few workshops or seminars next year. God has
been good and faithful all the thirteen years Hope for the Future has been in existence. He has blessed this ministry,
those who benefited from it and my life in more ways than one. God is true to His Word. To all who call upon His name
and believe, He has given them "HOPE FOR THE FUTURE."

All are invited as well as your neighbors, family, and friends. We truly hope to see you there. Contact Cindy Matsuda at:
hopecindymatsuda@gmail.com or pick up a flyer in the Narthex and return to the office. You can also visit me at the
Evangelism Ministries Guest Relations booth in the Courtyard after the worship services.
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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Worship Schedule

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9
Church Does: Encourage One Another
Pastor Daniel Matsuda

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
Church Does: Honor One Another Above Yourself
Pastor James Chang

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Both Services in the Community Hall
Thanksgiving Service

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
First Advent
Light of the World


